	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Jason Gutting <guttingj@MICHIGAN.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Work Zone Law Enforcement 

	
	


Fellow Operations Specialists, We in Michigan had our work zone law enforcement budget line item vetoed last year as we were solely using state funds. We would like to obtain information from other states on how you perform work zone law enforcement. Can you help me by answering the following questions? 

Does your agency use uniformed law enforcement in work zones? If yes, how does your agency fund this activity (state funds, federal funds, combination of funds, requested but unfunded, project cost, etc.)? What is your underlying work zone law enforcement usage (visual presence in work zone, active enforcement, traffic control assistance, etc.)? Do you require a summary submittal of tickets, warnings, citations, etc. on a regular basis? Do you have any documented guidance or procedures that you can share? 

Thanks in advance for your time. If you would like to receive the final results please let me know. As a side note on my last inquiry, only two states who responded actually fund damaged traffic control devices and we are one of them, dozens of others consider it a cost of doing business and it is not directly funded. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Weatherholt, Aaron A" <Aaron.Weatherholt@ILLINOIS.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Work Zone Law Enforcement 

	
	

	
	


Jason, 

Please see Illinois' answers below. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Riedel, Charles (DOT)" <criedel@DOT.STATE.NY.US> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Work Zone Law Enforcement 

	
	

	
	


1. Yes we do on select projects 

2. State funds 

3. W e recently switched from presence to active ticketing 

4. W e request information on number of tickets as needed We used to have dedicated enforcement where the Dept paid for off-duty police to be present for specified time periods. Now the state police fund their own dedicated team of troopers who move between work zones at their discretion with input from the Department. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Alvin Marquess <AMarquess@SHA.STATE.MD.US> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Work Zone Law Enforcement 




Jason, 

Please see Maryland's response below. I have also included a copy of the agreement that we have with the State police as a bonus. The gentleman who responded from our office is Clarance Haskett and his contact information is at the bottom of the email should you have any follow up questions. 

From: Operations Academy [mailto:OPSACADEMY@LISTSERV.UMD.EDU] On Behalf Of Jason Gutting Sent: Thursday, October 07, 2010 11:00 AM To: OPSACADEMY@LISTSERV.UMD.EDU Subject: [OPSACADEMY] Work Zone Law Enforcement Fellow Operations Specialists, We in Michigan had our work zone law enforcement budget line item vetoed last year as we were solely using state funds. We would like to obtain information from other states on how you perform work zone law enforcement. Can you help me by answering the following questions? 

1. Does your agency use uniformed law enforcement in work zones? Yes. 

1. If yes, how does your agency fund this activity (state funds, federal funds, combination of funds, requested but unfunded, project cost, etc.)? State funds allocated to each District Office. 

1. What is your underlying work zone law enforcement usage (visual presence in work zone, active enforcement, traffic control assistance, etc.)? SHA's underlying usage is visual assistance. However, the other elements (active enforcement and traffic control assistance) have law enforcement participation. 

1. Do you require a summary submittal of tickets, warnings, citations, etc. on a regular basis? No. 

1. Do you have any documented guidance or procedures that you can share? Reviewing the following weblinks provides insights on how law enforcement are utilized in SHA's work zone context: http://www.marylandroads.com/Index.aspx?pageid=405<https://portal.mdot.maryland.gov/,DanaInfo=www.marylandroads.com+Index.aspx?pageid=405> http://stko.maryland.gov/WorkZoneTraining/tabid/155/Default.aspx<https://portal.mdot.maryland.gov/WorkZoneTraining/tabid/155/,DanaInfo=stko.maryland.gov+Default.aspx> Agreement 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Deen, Richard K." <rdeen@STATE.PA.US> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Work Zone Law Enforcement 




Jason, See my response below for Pennsylvania's response. I have attached a copy of the MOU between PennDOT and the PA State Police. 
	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Leingang, Tony" <LeingaA@WSDOT.WA.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Work Zone Law Enforcement 

	
	

	
	


Hi Jason. Here's some answers to your question from the Washington State perspective: 

1. Does your agency use uniformed law enforcement in work zones? Yes 2. If yes, how does your agency fund this activity (state funds, federal funds, combination of funds, requested but unfunded, project cost, etc.)? state funds, WSDOT reimburses WSP as a below the line fund to contract 3. What is your underlying work zone law enforcement usage (visual presence in work zone, active enforcement, traffic control assistance, etc.)?active enforcement patrolling the work zone 4. Do you require a summary submittal of tickets, warnings, citations, etc. on a regular basis? no 5. Do you have any documented guidance or procedures that you can share? WSP Guidance Traffic Manual Appendix 5.A http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M51-02/Appendix5A. pdf WSDOT & WSP Master Agreement: http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/204060BB-EE12-472E-9513-A917E35D5B7 C/0/GCA5080.pdf 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Dhanesh Motiani <Dhanesh.Motiani@DOT.STATE.NJ.US> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Work Zone Law Enforcement 

	
	

	
	


Jason, If I am not mistaken, NJ was the first state to start the use of State Police (as a separate construction unit) to enhance work zone safety. We were having a very difficult time paying different rates to different municipalities. So, we decided to create a unit within State Police, so that we wouldn't have to negotiate all the time and have trained officers, who know what they are doing. The unit started small but has grown recently to a much larger unit. Last year the unit was about 37 troopers/supervisors strong. The unit would also utilize out-of-unit troopers on overtime, when the demand for lane closures would be more than what the unit could handle. FY 2009 budget was at one point heading towards $5.6 Million with additional $5.9 Million in Overtime (All State funds). As we all are facing tough economical times, existence of this unit was also threatened. We were asked to to revisit the MOU with our State Police partners to cut down the huge OT cost and a heavy supervisor-troop ratio. In regards to what they do, I have to say that they do it all. They help close lanes, slow downs, visual presence in work zone helps slow down traffic etc. They do enforce speed limits but they avoid that as that would mean they have to spend time in the court and thus either more OT or time taken away from assisting workzones. They do conduct safety inspections for the traffic control device and other OSHA requirements. They also maintain a database of these inferences for future use. Our MOU is under review so I am not in position to share that at this juncture. if you would like, I can share that as soon as we have finalized that. I hope this and other responses will be of some help. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Monroe, Douglas" <doug.monroe@NCSHP.ORG> 

	Subject:   
	Re: Work Zone Law Enforcement 

	
	

	
	


Jason, 

>From a law enforcement view here are our answers: 

1. Does your agency use uniformed law enforcement in work zones? Yes, the NCSHP patrols work zones. Local law enforcement agencies also work these areas when a State Trooper is not allowed by our agency policy. 2. If yes, how does your agency fund this activity (state funds, federal funds, combination of funds, requested but unfunded, project cost, etc.)? Our DOT funds the overtime money and I would say it is through federal and state funding. 3. What is your underlying work zone law enforcement usage (visual presence in work zone, active enforcement, traffic control assistance, etc.)? The SHP actively enforces work zone speed limits and maintains and active visual presence. 4. Do you require a summary submittal of tickets, warnings, citations, etc. on a regular basis? YES. The SHP carefully documents all activities to ensure compliance with DOT requirements. I don't believe local agencies are held to that standard. 5. Do you have any documented guidance or procedures that you can share? I'll try and find some, but it is usually on a case-by-case situation. 

	From:   
	Jason Gutting <guttingj@MICHIGAN.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	National Work Zone Law Enforcement Inquiry 




All, Thank you for the great response on the subject inquiry. I received a lot of information that will be extremely helpful to us in Michigan. I have attached the final inquiry in pdf format. It is also available in its original MS Excel format. If you would like any of the specific documents that are referenced or the excel file please let me know. 
