	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Bob Rella <brella@DOT.STATE.NY.US> 

	Subject:   
	"semi-permanent" PVMS 

	
	

	
	


Hello to everyone from the Lower Hudson River Valley in New York State. 

I have a question that I hope isn't too "down in the weeds" for all of you. 

I've been looking at the various PVMS manufacturers' catalogs who are showing "semi-permanent" PVMS as part of their offerings. In effect, all that they are is their standard PVMS without the trailer. Same boards, same solar power, same controllers. The only difference is that they're mounted to posts or poles. For example, here is WANCO's version: http://www.wanco.com/products/detail.php?prd_id=77&type_id=7 and here's Ver-Mac's version: http://www.ver-mac.com/en/products/semi_permanent_message_boards/b_1500c.php 

We'd like to get these installed in a capital construction project for use in fixed locations. The signs will display travel time information along long-range diversion routing. The usual plan would be to use PVMS, but those signs have to be removed at the conclusion of the job, and can't be turned over to the State. If we install the signs referenced above, because they are permanent signs, they can stay and we'd be able to capitalize on our investment. 

My questions to everyone: 1.) Has anyone used these signs, and if so, what has been your experiences? 2.) Has anyone put together a spec for them to be put into a capital project? 3.) If anyone has procured these signs, could you share an approximate cost for them? 

The WANCO representative told me that the State of Utah has used them, but he hasn't supplied any more information than that, other than to say that Utah gets more sun than New York so the solar power and battery requirements may be different (I could have figured that out by myself!) 

Any input would be welcomed. Thanks in advance! Bob 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Coffman, Homer" <Homer.Coffman@VDOT.VIRGINIA.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Re: "semi-permanent" PVMS 

	
	

	
	


Bob: I do not know of any purchases being made in Virginia. 

Homer Coffman 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	Alvin Marquess <AMarquess@SHA.STATE.MD.US> 

	Subject:   
	Re: "semi-permanent" PVMS 

	
	

	
	


Bob, 

I do not think we have purchased any of these in Maryland either. We do have locations where we use semi permanent VMS for seasonal usage year after year and we have just poured a pad behind guardrail and deployed a standard solar/ cellular unit. I do understand the concept of reducing the costs by not having a trailer but what are the costs associated with installing the mounting posts for each location that the sign may be moved to. I did notice that the posts shown in the one add did not look too beefy. I wonder how that would hold up during a strong wind load. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	paul.jodoin@DOT.GOV 

	Subject:   
	Re: "semi-permanent" PVMS 

	
	

	
	


Bob, 

MassDOT uses the ADDCO Brick technology VMS similar to as you describe for a few different applications. These VMS are permanently attached to static signs for various purposes but the technology is the very same as a portable VMS. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	From:   
	"Mcdiarmid, Meredith M" <mmcdiarmid@NCDOT.GOV> 

	Subject:   
	Re: "semi-permanent" PVMS 

	
	

	
	


I apologize for getting back to you so late on this, but better late than never, right? 

Here is the response from the Town of Cary, NC: 

The Town installed permanent DMS signs throughout Town as a part of our ATMS project. These signs are mounted on permanent poles and use metered power through a controller cabinet. I have included our specs and a photo of our DMS for you to forward to the group. If they have an interest in a style of DMS more like the ones we are using, then they can come to us with any additional questions. 

Here is the Town of Cary's contact person: David H. Spencer, PE Traffic Engineer, Traffic and Transportation Engineering Group Engineering Department Town of Cary P.O. Box 8005 Cary, NC 27512-8005 (919) 462-3833 david.spencer@townofcary.org 

